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of love yet/' All added, "How should you? We
Indians don't wish girls to experience that sacred emotion
before marriage- We consider it the sacred right of a
husband to teach his wife the signification of that blessed
word, and it will be my greatest privilege to have you
as my pupil" Then he clasped Olga in his arms.
Olga was almost terrified by the fervour of his embrace,
and the darkness of his skin, exaggerated in the moon-
light, suddenly, and alarmingly, suggested to her a wild
animal Because of the heat, All was not wearing a
waistcoat. During his caress one of his shirt buttons,
too small for its hole, became undone, and Olga caught
sight of a gorilla-like thatch of black hair on All's chest-
As soon as she could, she freed herself from his arms*
Then her heart smote her. She remembered All's
lameness, and felt it would be brutal of her to leave him
to hobble back to the inn alone. Therefore, with an
efFort5 she kissed his cheek, which seemed to her far
darker than it had been before she accepted him as her
future husband." Let's go in, dear/' she said faintly,
" the others'll be coming back from the cinema and you
must be in the hall to say good-bye to your guests."
" As you will, my darling," said All, rising clumsily
with Olga's assistance. " You'll find little Dream Lady
that I'll do anything you want You can lead me
wherever you like and Fll follow, so great is the force of
my love." All's voice shook with emotion, part real,
part feigned.